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ABSTRACT 

It is often said that Islam is in clash with world's civilizations. In reality it is not the clash of 
Islam with any civilization but it is the Islamic culture like any other culture of the world. 
Confucius follow their culture strictly and it is an odd culture to practice in the present world. 
Similarly Islam and Muslims are entitled to practice their culture wherever and however they 
want. Apart from a basic human right to live a life the way one wants, it is to be kept in mind that 
the same Islamic culture once ruled the world and brought peace and tranquility in the society. 

On the other hand when the world became a global village, despite of showing elasticity it 
became more rigid in accepting the choice of people on how they want to live their lives. One of 
the biggest dilemma that occurred is known as the Clash of Civilizations, rendering to Islam vs. 
the whole world. This paper discusses that there is No Islam vs. the world situation neither a 
clash of Islam with other ideologies or civilizations as it is portrayed. The media specially in the 
west plays an important part in spreading the hatred among different civilizations. Only patience, 
mutual understanding and tolerance can fix the presiding issue. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Since the 1996 publication of Samuel Huntington's Clash of Civilizations, there has 
been a debate about whether these types of episodes represent a clash between the West 
and Islam. Huntington's book postulated other clashes between Orthodox Christians and 
the West (e.g. Russia and the EU) or between Buddhists and Hindus, but the reality is that 
since 9/11 the real focus has always been on whether Islamic values are somehow 
incompatible with others. The rejoinder is always that Islamic countries are diverse. They 
are fighting their own civil wars between politics, Islam, secularism and nationalism. The 
clash thesis is Islamophobic, so it shouldn't be discussed because it's akin to racism. It's 
reductionist, since it means every Muslim is automatically different. 

1.2 This debate misses the point. The clash thesis was wrong because Islamic civilization is 
not clashing with the West. The clash is in fact between two different cultures, the world 
culture and the Islamist culture. It is Islamist because it is unfair to pretend that all 
Muslims fall under the latter banner. In many places Muslims are the principle victims of a 
narrow-minded and increasingly intolerant, chauvinistic, extremist ideology that demands 
rigid conformity and uses mob violence coupled with terrorism to enforce its will. Why is it 
fair to say it is a world culture on the other end of the spectrum? Because the world is all 
going one way and embracing various values, and large parts of the Muslim world, along 
with countries around them, are going the other way. 

2. WORLD SITUATION 

2.1 The ironic that particularly plagues Western countries is that the values that shaped the 
West are the ones employed to cater to its diametric opposite. The value of openness to 
the other and moral relativism and self-critique, leads to an over-acceptance of anything 
different under the excuse of culture, just decades or a century after the West banished 
those same cultural norms to the dustbin of history. Because of this phenomenon, 
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right-wing groups in the West - the same ones that not so long ago were busy supporting 
bans on immoral movies or being offended by attacks on their religion - are the ones 
championing all sorts of liberal values in the name of defending Western civilization. This 
creates some strange scenarios especially in Europe. 

2.2 This is a common phenomenon. In the past 50 years every European country has become 
home to a plethora of minority cultures, while the Middle East has succeeded in destroying 
its cultural and religious heritage. Writers like to talk about the cultural grandeur of 
Baghdad in the 8th century or Spain in the 10th, but that's like Inquisition-era Italian 
writers waxing poetic about the greatness of ancient Rome. 

2.3 If you don't accept a religious reason for the massacre of minorities in Australia, don't 
accept it as natural explanation for the extermination of Rohingya Muslims too. 

2.4 Much of the world made major progress in just 50 years on basic issues of human rights, 
democracy and individual freedom. 

2.5 Basic freedom much of the world all takes for granted have been called into question in 
recent years, much as Nazism and Communism called them into question in recent history. 
The 21st century should not be the one that surrenders to the values of the 16th or 9th 
centuries. 

2.6 Former President Barack Obama doesn't think so. In his speech in Cairo to the Muslim 
world, he sought out the common ground and values that unite all people of good will, 
noting that America and Islam share common principles — principles of justice and 
progress; tolerance and the dignity of all human beings. 

Such partnerships must be characterized by mutuality and solidarity, recognizing that each 
partner brings unique resources to the table, such as knowledge, history, finances, 
expertise and relationships. And, each partner must be accountable to the other for 
achieving results. Indeed, only through this kind of partnership can our humanitarian 
assistance and development efforts be successful and sustainable. In successful 
partnerships with Muslims communities. It is found that working together to meet the 
needs of real people helps demystify our respective religions and cultures and fights 
attempts to demonize the other. The legitimate right of both Israelis and Palestinians to 
live securely and in peace, each in a homeland of their own, must be recognized and 
supported. Violence must be abandoned, rights recognized, obligations of previous 
agreements fulfilled, settlements stopped, the humanitarian crisis and lack of opportunity 
ended and Jerusalem shared by all faiths. 

2.7 This vision of peace was shared by Pope Benedict XVI during his pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. He said: Allow me to make this appeal to all the people of these lands: No 
more bloodshed! No more fighting! No more terrorism! No more war! the pope 
said. Let us break the vicious circle of violence. Let there be lasting peace based 
on justice, let there be genuine reconciliation and healing. Let it be universally 
recognized that the State of Israel has the right to exist, and to enjoy peace and 
security within internationally agreed borders. Let it be likewise acknowledged 
that the Palestinian people have a right to a sovereign independent homeland, to 
live with dignity and to travel freely. Let the two-state solution become a reality, 
not remain a dream. 
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3. COMBATING EXTREMISTS 

3.1 There are changes that need to be made if people are to avoid a clash of civilizations. But 
for positive change to come about, Muslims — individuals and organizations — must 
demonstrate a concerted effort in combating extremists. Those who misquote The Holy 
Quran and Islamic teachings must be stopped. Concentrated efforts must be made to root 
out extremism through dialogue. It is up to the leaders of the Muslim community to take 
concrete steps to erase the misunderstandings that have contributed in painting a negative 
image of what should be a religion of peace. 

3.2 History is not about all of humanity struggling to preserve and protect universal values 
against benighted peoples here and there who operate outside the confines of those 
shared values. History is about distinct civilizations and cultures that struggle to define 
themselves and maintain their identities in the face of ongoing threats and challenges from 
other civilizations and cultures. 

The long-term demographic trends that create pressure for migration from Muslim 
countries to the US and Europe will only increase in the coming years. The population of 
impoverished, largely Muslim, north Africa is much younger than that of Europe, and 
growing fast. The polemic over Mr Trump's Muslim ban will not be an isolated event. On 
the contrary, it is a foretaste of the future of politics in the west. 

4. ISLAM AND CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS 

4.1 As it sounds, the term clash of civilization was popularized in the 1990s by orientalist 
Bernard Lewis and Professor Samuel Huntington. 

4.2 As much as some people wish for an epic clash between Islam and western civilization, the 
question remains: does Islam itself promote such a clash? A closer look reveals that this 
notion does not in fact originate from Islam. Islam's view of civilizations that they should 
get to know each other. 

Chapter 49:13 of the Quran states: {O Mankind, indeed We (God) have created you 
from male and female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one 
another.} 

When The Holy Prophet Peace and blessing of Allah be upon him) established a nation 
of Muslims in the century at Madinah, he signed treaty with the Jewish, Christian, and 
polytheist tribes. A clear indication that he intended for the Muslim nation to live in peace 
with its neighbors. 

4.3 The Holy Prophet Peace and blessing of Allah be upon him) said. Beware! Whoever 
is cruel and hard on a non-Muslim minority, or curtails their rights, or burdens 
them with more than they can bear, or takes anything from them against their 
free will; I will complain against that person on the Day of Judgment. (ABU 
DAWOOD). 

4.4 Numerous historical examples exist of the Islamic form of religious pluralism being 
practiced for centuries in various parts of the world. According to Islamic Law, non-Muslim 
faith communities are to be protected by the Muslim nation in which they live. 

4.5 The Armenian genocide that took place in early 1900s is often pointed to as evidence of a 
clash of civilizations. Regarding the brutal slaughter of Armenian Christians, a FATWA or 
religious decree issued by the Grand Imam, Selim Al-Bashri of Al-Azhar university, states: 
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4.6 Islam forbids aggression, oppression, bloodshed, and harming human beings - 
Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike. Oh Muslims living in that region and 
elsewhere, beware of actions prohibited by Allah in Shariah and spare the blood 
that Allah prohibited to be spilled and don't transgress on anyone since Allah 
doesn't like aggressors... 

4.7 Al-Hussein Bin AM, the Sherif of Makkah, issued a decree ordering all Muslims to defend 
Armenians and "provide everything they might need... because they are the protected 

people of the Muslims about whom The Holy Prophet Peace and blessing of Allah be 
upon him) said: Whoever takes from them even a rope, I will be his adversary on 
the Day of Judgment. 

4.8 Islam permits a valid Muslim nation with a recognized leader to defend itself militarily 
against aggression, but any illusions that Islam promotes a hunger for domination is easily 
destroyed by one Quranic verse 8:61 commands the Muslims in absolute terms: 

{And if they (the enemy) incline to peace, then incline to it [also] and rely upon 
God. Indeed, it is He who is the Hearing, the Knowing.} 

This means that even if the Muslim nation is winning the war, they're required to stop 
fighting at the first indication their opposition desires peace. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The above facts demonstrate that Islam does not promote or support a clash of 
civilizations. Islam is a peace loving and peaceful religion. It accepts identity of other 
civilizations and cultures. 

REFERENCES 

1. Jpost.com, P.J Moore, Jerusalem Post 

2. Ken Hackett is president of Catholic Relief Services, the official overseas humanitarian 
organization of the Catholic Church in the United States. 

3. Published by The Globalist on September 9, 2010. It has been updated by the author for 
publication in the wake of the shootings at the editorial offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris. 

4. Robert W. Merry, longtime Washington post, journalist and publishing executive. 

5. John Ross Schroeder: UCG.org / Good News 

6. Samuel P. Huntington, Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

7. Multiculturalism, Islam and the clash of civilizations theory.tandfonline.com 

8. The Western-Islamic Divergence.moroccoworldnews.com 

9. Muslims, Europe, and the Clash of Civilizations, UCLA. 

10. Islam, West and Clash of Civilizations, Jahangir's World Times 

11. The Clash of Civilizations That Isn't, newyorker.com 

12. Two Civilizations and Ethnic Conflict: Islam and the West - Jstor,jstor.org 

13. Islam-West: Is a Clash of Civilizations Unavoidable, allied-media.com 


The Environ Monitor Volume XX 


No.l - 2 Jan - Feb 2020 

21 




